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11 YEARS
and going
strong

ABOUT
AYDA

To date, we are in MORE THAN 15 GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS, 

engaged with more than 600 educational institutions and 

have inspired numerous students across Asia. 

AYDA was founded with the intention to
CULTIVATE & GROOM YOUNG ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS.
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Huge improvements in quality of life are accompanied by significant challenges of 

economic inclusion. And everywhere, from the most remote villages to the region’s 

most sophisticated megacities, technology is powering a new form of transformation.

Challenges abound, but the potential for young people to impact the future has never 

been greater. That’s why Nippon Paint is proud to support this program and will 

remain committed to recognising and empowering the region’s brightest creative 

minds.

Our theme this year reflects the need to provide practical design solutions for 

this new world. Forward: A Sustainable Future aims to capture the imagination 

of the next generation of architects and interior designers-  acting as a catalyst 

for their talent to transform the future of our built environments.

Participants and winners in past years’ AYDA programs are already making their 

presence felt in the design and architecture industries, and in the process impacting 

lives for the better. We can’t wait to see how this year’s generation will bring their 

visions to life, and make a sustainable future real for all of us.

In the 11 years since the inaugural Asia Young Designer Awards, the 
world has changed immeasurably. In our region alone, economic 
development has lifted millions from poverty, yet our environment faces 
profound threats.

BRIGHTEST
CREATIVE MINDS

COMMITTED TO
 EMPOWERING THE
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Teri Choong
Director, Corporate Affairs
NIPSEA Group



Designers who solve these problems will redefine 

the future of the spaces in which we all live, work, 

and play. Their projects will enrich the lives of both 

individuals and communities. 

As designers, we are creating a sense of physical 

and emotional security, accessibility and 

opportunity, health and well-being. Only in the 

coming together of a strong vision and a practical 

roadmap will we be able to design an environment 

that is sustainable for future generations.

FORWARD:
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

But a clear and compelling creative vision is not 

enough. The challenges of our region, economies 

and societies demand solutions that are sound and 

realistic to the urban context. The implementation 

goes beyond materiality, processes and disruptive 

technology that are both economically and 

environmentally viable. 
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COMPETITION THEME

Great designers have always found ingenious ways to 

resolve contradictions and conventions, merging the 

present with the future in ways that surprise, delight, and 

stand the test of time. 

Today, the challenges facing designers go far beyond the 

traditional tension between form and function. How can we 

balance the needs of urbanisation and sustainability? The 

natural world and the built environment? Take advantage of 

digital connectivity while maintaining interpersonal bonds? 

Be locally relevant but globally applicable? And give equal 

weight to the needs of the community and the individual?
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IT’S UP TO

YOU

Asia Young Designer Awards

is your chance to make that impact, 

and in the process inspire the world 

into a better place.
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YOUR CALL

WHAT KIND OF FUTURE DO

YOU SEE?

HOW CAN YOUR
IDEAS INSPIRE OTHERS?

HOW WILL YOU TURN
POTENTIAL INTO REALITY?

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS
TO MAKE THE FUTURE REAL?

WHAT IMPACT WILL

YOU MAKE?

01.    Bangladesh
02.    India
03.    Indonesia
04.    Iran
05.    Japan
06.    Malaysia
07.    Pakistan
08.    Philippines
09.    Singapore
10.    Sri Lanka
11.    Thailand
12.    Vietnam

Region of China
13.    China
14.    Hong Kong 
15.    Taiwan

AYDA’S 
PRESENCE IN ASIA



LOOKING
FOR?

ARCHITECTURAL CATEGORY

Your architectural design proposal should portray spaces that 

positively impact the individual, society and our environment as a 

whole. Your project must be both beautiful and feasible from an 

architectural and engineering perspective.

INTERIOR DESIGN CATEGORY

Your interior design proposal should 

portray an interior environment with the 

potential to better the lives of its users or 

inhabitants, both practically and 

psychologically. You should demonstrate 

a way of looking at all possibilities for 

improvement and inspiring people within a 

spatial context.

PURPOSE

USABILITY

PRACTICALITY

VIABILITY

TECHNOLOGY

SUSTAINABILITY

COMMUNITY

DURABILITY

CREATIVITY 
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Does your design successfully fulfill a need or 
solve a problem?

Does your design offer originality in its 
execution?

Does your design facilitate better functionality 
and purpose for its inhabitants or visitors on a 
human scale?

Could your design be implemented using 
processes, materials and technologies 
available or in development today?

Is your design able to deliver and demonstrate 
commercial or social values?

Does your design maximise or leverage 
tech-enabled connectivity and/or intelligence?

Does your design comprise sustainable and 
eco-friendly elements which help preserve the 
natural environment?

Does your design contribute not only to its 
users, but also the communities that surround 
it?

Will your design stand the test of time, from 
both an aesthetic and a physical perspective?

THE BRIEF

WHAT
ARE WE
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INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 2020

All AYDA 2019 Gold Winners

Rs. 10,000 

Honorary Mention (2 prizes)

Rs. 10,000 

Best Green Innovation

Rs. 10,000 

Best Mentor 

Rs. 10,000 + Incentives

Best Supporting College/University

Rs. 5,000 

Best Colour Choice

Rs. 10,000 

Best College/University

NATIONAL AWARDS 2019

Rs. 50,000 Rs 25,000 

from 15 geographical locations will compete for the 

following in each category: 

Architecture & Interior Design

*All the Gold 
Winners for 2019 will 
compete for the 
INTEaRNATIONAL 
AWARD in 2020. 
See below for the 
International Award 
prizes. 

Title of ‘Asia Young Designer of the Year’, which includes a six-week, 

all-expenses paid Design Discovery program at Harvard’s Graduate 

School of Design, USA worth more than

USD 10,000 (inclusive of flight, meal allowance & accommodation)

Best Sustainable Design Award – USD 1,000

Best Design Impact Award – USD 1,000

Nippon Paint Colour Award– USD 1,000
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GOLD
AWARD

SILVER
AWARD

*These prizes are for each category (Architecture and Interior Design).



Theme

FORWARD: A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Category

Project Layout Size

Open category

(Interior Design) Less than 30,000 sq ft

(Interior Design) penultimate year and ultimate year students of 
architecture and interior design diploma and undergraduate courses.

*There is no age limit as long as participants fulfill the above criteria

(Architecture) B.Arch 3rd year and above students, penultimate year 
and ultimate year students of architecture diploma courses.

(Architecture) Less than 10 acres 

Eligibility

For submission

[12.10.2019]

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
OVERVIEW

Project title and theme/concept

Design concept statement
A2 sized Presentation 

THE AYDA JOURNEY

1

SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

2

PRELIMINARY
JUDGING
Shortlisted students will progress 
to oral presentation stage.

The national Gold winners will compete in the 
international finals for the “Asia Young 
Designer of the Year” award in early 2020.

3

ORAL
PRESENTATION
Finalists will present their designs to an eminent jury 
panel. Instructions on the oral presentation will be 
communicated separately.

4

NATIONAL
FINALS

5

INTERNATIONAL
FINALS

6

AYDA HARVARD DESIGN
DISCOVERY
One international winner per 
category will head to the US 
for the programme.

A national Gold winner will be 
selected from each country.

Young architecture and interior design professionals who 
have graduated in 2017, 2018 and 2019.

*All the Gold 
Winners for 2019 will 
compete for the 
INTEaRNATIONAL 
AWARD in 2020. 
See below for the 
International Award 
prizes. 



*All the Gold 
Winners for 2019 will 
compete for the 
INTEaRNATIONAL 
AWARD in 2020. 
See below for the 
International Award 
prizes. 

All complete entries must be submitted on or before:

12 OCTOBER 2019 (SATURDAY)
For enquiries please write to: 

shveta.vishwanath@nipponpaint.co.in

ethosindia.helpdesk@gmail.com

Or log on to www.nipponpaint-ayda.co.in for more information

Email your submissions to:
ethosindia.submissions@gmail.com
*Emails sent to another address or submission in another 
format may subject to disqualification.

Mail Subject:
AYDA 2019: <your name>/<college 
name>/<category>

File Name: 
<your name>_<college name>_<category>

Name and Theme Concept

All projects must start with the project title and theme/concept.

Design Concept Statement

Design statement should not be more than 800 words, saved
as Microsoft Word file format in A4 size.

Checklist

Online Submission

Presentation (A2 size)

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
IN DETAIL
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Please ensure that the site, site details, site analysis 
project details, floor plans, elevations, sections, 3D 
views, perspectives, colour choice and any other 
information relevant to your design are submitted in 
the allotted maximum 5 A2 sheets. 

You could refer to the Nippon Paint colour palette and 
other products available on www.nipponpaint.co.in 
for your colour scheme and to enhance the quality of 
your spaces. 

Presentation must be designed in landscape format 
and be submitted as a single PDF.

Shortlisted candidates will be notified to make an oral 
presentation in front of an eminent jury.

At least 3, but not more than 5 A2 sized sheets are to be 
submitted as soft copies in pdf format. Your submission must 
meet the following criteria:

Label all areas on the floor plans.

Mention North point and add graphical 
scales to the drawings.

Read the theme and brief throroughly. 
Prepare your submissions: Presentation & 
Design Statement.

Please note that, we would advise you to 
restrict your word limit on the A2 sheets to 
100-150 words per sheet.

Do not place your name or other identifying
information on your presentation to ensure 
anonymity during judging. Entries with names 
written on the sheets will be subject to 
disqualification.

Nippon Paint Group of Companies shall reserve the right to use the winning 
entries for promotional purposes.
 
Prizes are non-transferable and non-exchangeable for cash or credit.

The organiser reserves the right to substitute prizes with another product of 
similar retail value without prior notice.



*All the Gold 
Winners for 2019 will 
compete for the 
INTEaRNATIONAL 
AWARD in 2020. 
See below for the 
International Award 
prizes. 

JUDGING CRITERIA

• Original and out-of-the-box thinking 

• Innovative interventions that manifest 
new and forward-driven ways that 
look into creating solutions that 
interact emotionally, emphatically, 
socially and culturally.

DESIGN
INNOVATION

• Climate and site responsiveness

• Optimized non-renewable resource 
use such as material, water, or 
energy

• Life cycle consideration throughout 
design, construction, and building 
operation

• Enhanced indoor environmental 
quality for people's health and 
well-being

• Applicability 

• Universal design

SUSTAINABILITY
& RELEVANCE

• Creating balance between colours

• Creative use of colours

COLOUR
USAGE

• Score based on theme compatibility, 
level of innovation, forward and 
critical thinking. 

• Design should convey a solution that 
is feasibly resulting in a positive 
impact to the design outcome.

THEME 
COMPATIBILITY
& FORWARD 
THINKING

ARCHITECTURE 5%

INTERIOR DESIGN 10%

•  Project and program conception or 
problem statement

•  Good display of research

•  Ability to propose unique solutions to 
interesting design challenges 

• Critical response

DESIGN
CONCEPT

ARCHITECTURE 20%

INTERIOR DESIGN 20%

• Design which is aesthetically pleasing 
while considering the contexts, social, 
and cultural aspects.

• Placemaking

AESTHETIC &
VISUAL IMPACT

ARCHITECTURE 10%

SITE & SPATIAL PLANNING /SENSITIVITY:
Creating a layout plan which is sensible to the 
contexts. Appropriate design and planning of 
individual spaces as suited to their specific 
needs, with an emphasis on anthropometric 
and ergonomic principles.

FUNCTIONALITY: Design must be 
appropriate for their intended use and have a 
positive impact that benefits the community 
and the end user as a whole.

DESIGN IMPACT: Concepts demonstrate 
significant impact on contemporary life and 
living environment; have strong social value 
and significance; and are of national 
significance, iconic value AND act as a role 
model to others; actively contribute to 
nurturing the next generation; and contribute 
to the advancement of his/her design 
industry.

PLANNING & 
FUNCTIONALITY

ARCHITECTURE 20%

INTERIOR DESIGN 20%

• Student should display good clarity 
and energy with a creative and witty 
delivery. 

• Presentation should be cohesive with 
a strong display of understanding of 
the project with actions, visual aids, 
graphics and animations.               
Be creative, be you. 

DELIVERY
& PRESENCE

ARCHITECTURE 5%

INTERIOR DESIGN 5%

ARCHITECTURE 15%

INTERIOR DESIGN 15%

ARCHITECTURE 15%

INTERIOR DESIGN 15%

ARCHITECTURE 10%

INTERIOR DESIGN 15%
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TITLE WINNERSAYDA 2018

Check out past winning projects at www.asiayoungdesigneraward.com

TANAY BOTHARA

VIT's PVP College of 
Architecture, Pune

Title Winner (Architecture)
Asia Young Designer of the 
Year 2018-19

Title Winner 
(Interior Design)
Asia Young Designer of 
the Year 2018-19

“During my 4th year final submissions, I saw a 

video of Syrian kids voicing their pain about 

how the war has uprooted their childhood. I 

was disturbed by the video. It kept lingering in 

my mind for days and triggered some 

questions: Can art & architecture bring  smiles 

on the faces of children in a war zone? Can we 

as architects help these children find their lost 

childhood? And many such questions 

prompted me to start my thesis journey aimed 

at bringing a smile through architecture.”

DANG HUU TRONG

Vietnam

PAST WINNERS

GOLD

GOLD

Culturom (from 'culture' and 'rom', Vietnamese material made from rice 

plants) won the interior design award. The project envisions to help children 

of ethnic minorities gain cultural knowledge about their indigenous roots. 
Concept by: Tanay Bothara

Concept by: Dang Huu Trong



PAST WINNERS

check out past winning projects 
at www.asiayoungdesigneraward.com
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Concept: Kaushal Tatiya

Concept: Dilushaan Madhuranga
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Concept: Shubham and Vanshika



AYDA’S NATIONAL WINNERS 2018

GOLD GOLD

SILVER SILVER

TANAY BOTHARA
VIT's PVP College of Architecture, Pune

Title Winner (Architecture)
Asia Young Designer of the Year 2018-19

SUCHIT MUTHA
VIT's PVP College of Architecture, Pune

BHAVYA
Pearl Academy, Delhi

RAGHAVENDRA G
Siddaganga Institute of Technology, Tumkur

RAGHAVENDRA G
Siddaganga Institute of Technology, Tumkur

NAMRATA NARENDRA
RVCE, Bengaluru

MAHIMA RATHOD
BNCA, Pune

AYUSH GULATI
Pearl Academy, Jaipur

AYUSH JAGNANI
Pearl Academy, Delhi

HARSHITA DIXIT
Navrachna University, Vadodra

DHANYA SURESH
Manipal University, Manipal

Mohamed Sathak A.J. Academy of 
Architecture, Kanchipuram

AISHWARYA R

SHREYA AND SHRUTI
BNCA, Pune

AISHWARYA KHINWASARA
BNCA, Pune

KAUSHAL TATIYA
VIT’s PVP College of Architecture, Pune

MADHUR AGARWAL
Sushant School of Art and Architecture, Gurgaon

YASH SIROLIA
Chitkara University, Rajpura

ATHEELA
MES COA, Kozhikode

NAMRATA NARENDRA
RVCE, Bengaluru

SHUBHAM SONI & VANSHIKA
MNIT, Jaipur

RAJ KACHALIA
Kamla Raheja College, Mumbai

ADARSH AGARWAL
Gateway College of 
Architecture, Sonepat

CHAYAN ROY
Bhagwan Mahaveer College, 
Sonepat

ARCHITECTURE

HONORARY MENTION

JURY COMMENDATION FINALISTS

BEST COLOUR CHOICE AWARD

GREEN INNOVATION AWARD

INTERIOR DESIGN

Check out last year’s national 
winning entries at: 
www.nipponpaint-ayda.co.in
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AYDA INTERNATIONAL AWARD IN THE PAST



HOW TO WRITETIPS
A WINNING DESIGN CONCEPT
STATEMENT

Your write-up will be the first component on the presentation board to be reviewed by 

the jury. It should not be more than 800 words. It will also provide the structure for your 

oral presentation if you are shortlisted to present your design concept / message to the 

jury panel. It should answer the following:

DESIGN PROCESS RESEARCH PROCESS

•

•

•

•

What is your future-proof design concept aiming to solve 

and how does it benefit the communities and societies 

around it?

How would you envision the ecological, sociological, and 

technological aspects that may contribute to the 

well-being of humanity?

What is your design’s impact on the environment based 

on its concept, materials, maintenance, energy usage and 

water and waste management?

In your opinion, what is the one key component that must 

exist in future-proof designs?

What was your research method like?

Who was your main source of information during your 

research?

What questions did you consider during your research?

Was the research method you used sound?

What did you learn from your research findings?

YOUR YOUR

T
IP

S
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OTHER ASPECTS TO CONSIDER WHEN
PREPARING THE DESIGN CONCEPT STATEMENT

CONCEPTUALISATION
Employing critical and mature solutions 

through effective design concepts and 

communications

01
DESIGN INNOVATION
Thinking out-of-the-box to implement 

inventive and innovative interventions

02

DESIGN SENSITIVITY
Designing with an empathetic mindset 

through practical, functional and 

well-designed considerations

04
SUSTAINABILITY
Adopting a sustainable and greener 

sensibility to allow design and architecture 

to coexist harmoniously with nature and 

its surroundings

05
CRITICAL ANALYSIS
Finding strategic ways to resolve issues 

critically with traditions, culture and 

people in mind

03

PLACE-MAKING
Understanding the importance of 

interactions between the people, 

community and significant cultural 

contexts

06
FORWARD-THINKING
Challenging the conventional 

pragmatisms to re-enact new 

fundamentals to spatial appreciation and 

visual impacts

07



AYDA HARVARD DESIGN DISCOVERY
(Applicable only to international title winners of the Asia Young Designer Awards)

•

•

•

•

A chance to learn first-hand what it’s like to pursue an 

education and possibly a career in the different fields of 

architecture and design

A rigorous course of intensive studio work, lectures, 

workshops, critiques, and field trips - sometimes social,

and sometimes solitary

Design Discovery is a six-week summer program at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design (GSD), which 

welcomes people—from recent high school and college graduates to seasoned professionals—who want to explore the 

possibilities. Some participants are considering a career in design or planning, but not all. The programme offers:

Disclaimers and Remarks

•

•

•

•

Asia Young Designer Awards or AYDA, is an extension of 

NIPSEA Management Co. Pte Ltd.’s (NIPSEA) inclusive business 

arm promoting in support of its education initiatives. It is an 

award for architecture and interior design students in Asia.

Harvard Graduate School of Design is NOT a sponsor, 

contributor and or a partner of AYDA or NIPSEA, its organizers 

and or its associated affiliates.

Acceptance into Harvard Graduate School of Design are 

subjected to Terms & Acceptance determined in entirety and 

solely by the Harvard Graduate School of Design Admission 

Authorities and or its faculties.

Any and or all decisions on entry acceptance and or 

non-acceptance to its programs decided by Harvard Graduate 

•

•

An immersive culture that is challenging, rewarding, 

and exhilarating

An opportunity to experience and gain an in-depth 

perspective from future leaders in the fields of design

School of Design are final. Responses and or reasons may or 

may not be offered at sole discretion of Harvard Graduate 

School of Design.

Asia Young Designer Awards and or its associated organizers, 

partners, agencies, sponsors and or its employees will not be 

held responsible for non-acceptance of the winner/s of AYDA 

due to circumstances that are not within its control and or 

scope of authorization; for whatever reason whatsoever.

Asia Young Designer Awards, its associated organizers and or 

its employees will endeavour to assist the winner/s to submit 

and provide additional information within its scope to support 

your application towards the Harvard Graduate School of 

Design program.
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www.nipponpaint-ayda.co.in

NIPPON PAINT (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED 

No 3, 3rd �oor , 

Club House Road,

Chennai-60002, Tamil Nadu, India 

 

shveta.vishwanath@nipponpaint.co.in

ethosindia.helpdesk@gmail.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
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